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1994 Ha bitat Analysis

Project Description: S O NS TEE PG AT IR T oA e S0 * g

NCFTR, AR &P e The East Mud Lake Marsh Management project
, oy oo B __ #: TR e AT area consists of 7,207 acres (2916.7 ha) located in
Louisiana. Historically, the East Mud Lake project
area has supported brackish marsh (Chabreck and

IE 3 B e R RN Wor < . others, 1968; Chabreck and Linscombe, 1988)

v ok IREelerence . 3 level fluctuation, and high salinities. These changes
B / have led to the degradation of emergent wetland

width of 400 ft (122.0 m) and a depth of 40 ft
(12.2 m) (USDA-SCS, 1980). -
The East Mud Lake Project is designed to reduce
wetland degradation by (1) reducing rapid
fluctuations in water and salinity levels; (2) reducing
prolonged periods of marsh inundation; and (3)
enhancing regeneration of desired emergent and AT R Ry
submergent ir:agetation. The project area is divided = 1 R | .I: o
nto two conservation treatment units (CTUs) that L agMIRCICT
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vegetation with a marsh loss rate of 76 acres

(31.8 ha) per year from 1953 to 1983. These losses
have been caused by several human-induced
hydrological changes such as the redredging of the
Calcasieu Ship Channel in 1951 and 1968 to a final
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The second CTU has been actively managed for
drawdown capabilities to encourage shallow areas

to revert to emergent vegetation.
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2000 Habitat Analysis Results
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Habitat data were derived from 1:12:000-scale, color-infrared photography. Preconstruction
photography was obtained December 26, 1994. 2000 photography was obtained November
27, 2000. Classes are based on "Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the
United States," (Cowardin and others, 1979, FWS/OBS-79/31) as modified for the National
Wetlands Inventory mapping conventions. The data were overlaid on a 1998 DOQQ image e P £ oo AR I, oS S
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